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Japan-North Korea relations have gone from bad to worse in the last decade. In part, this has 

been the result of Japan's heightened perception of North Korea as a threat to its national 

security. This talk explores why Japan has come to view North Korea as its number one 

security bogeyman, and arguably out of proportion to the real level of threat posed to Japan. 

It explores the actual extent of the threat, but also how this threat has been ‘supersized’ by 

Japanese policy-makers due to concerns of the impact of North Korea on the US-Japan 

alliance and the use of North Korea as a proxy threat to justify a range of changes in national 

security policy. The talk also considers how the changeover from the LDP to the DPJ 

administration has influenced Japan-North Korea bilateral ties, but also how the super-sizing 

process has continued unabated. 
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